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Purpose of the Report 

1 To provide members of the Children and Young People’s Services 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee an update on the impact of Covid-19 
on Children and Young People’s Services Service Grouping.  

Executive summary 

2 The presentation highlights the impact of Covid-19 on Children and 
Young Peoples Services and specifically on vulnerable children, 
children in receipt of free school meals, child poverty, education, and 
the reduction in safeguarding referrals  

Recommendation(s) 

3 Members of the Children and Young People’s Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee are requested to receive the report and presentation and 
comment accordingly. 

Background 

4 The impact of the Coronavirus has been felt across all children and 
young people’s services and has required significant change to normal 
operating processes and service delivery arrangements since the 
pandemic commenced. 

5 The impact of Coronavirus is most clearly visible in relation to school 
arrangements within the County, which is rarely out of the media.  



However, it is also important to highlight that every part of Children and 
Young Peoples Services has had to consider the impact of the 
pandemic and undertake prioritisation and change to ensure children 
and young people and staff continue to be supported throughout this 
challenging period.   

6 In developing responses, the Service has been mindful to align its 
efforts to the following: 

 The significant amounts of government guidance and legislation that 
has been issued in relation to Social Distancing, PPE, Testing, 
School Arrangements, Changes to SEND and Social care 
Regulations 

 The local guidance and response arrangements developed by the 
Council and relevant partners 

 The needs of children, young people and their families to ensure we 
understand the impact of the coronavirus on them and to deliver 
services in the most effective way possible in the circumstances 

7 The service also has arrangements in place as part of the broader 
council and partner recovery programmes to plan for the gradual return 
to a new normal over the coming months/years. 

8 Arrangements have been made for John Pearce, Corporate Director for 
Children and Young Peoples Services and Richard Crane, Head of 
Education and Skills to give members information in relation to how the 
service has needed to change to continue to deliver services to 
children, young people and their families.  

9 It will provide an overview which looks at each of the main services and 
some of the creative and adapted responses which have been provided 
and how these have been experienced by children and families. 

Conclusion 

10 The outbreak of the Coronavirus has been challenging and 
unprecedented for all local services.  The presentation highlights the 
main impacts and responses provided as well as providing an 
understanding of how this has been received by children and families. 
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Appendix 1:  Implications 

Legal Implications 

The Service is monitoring and considering the implications of legal changes 

on children and young people’s services, including changes to regulations, 

legislation and court work 

Finance 

The Council has an agreed approach to identifying additional costs associated 

with Covid-19.  These include additional pressure on budgets as a result of 

increases in children looked after. 

Consultation 

N/A 

Equality and Diversity / Public Sector Equality Duty 

N/A 

Climate Change 

N/A 

Human Rights 

N/A 

Crime and Disorder 

N/A 

Staffing 

The Service has implemented a range of measures to ensure staffing levels 

are maintained within services during Covid-19. 

Accommodation 

The Services is managing the use of accommodation in line with Government 

advice and Council policy. 

Risk 

A Risk Management process is in place within the Council to manage the 

additional risks associated with Covid-19 

Procurement 

N/A 


